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For more than three decades, Black and 
Latinx students, parents, educators, and 
communities have organized to dismantle the 
school-to-prison-and-deportation pipeline. The 
school-to-prison pipeline is the combination 
of policies and practices that punish, isolate, 
marginalize, and dispossess Black, Latinx, 
Indigenous, immigrant, young people with 
disabilities, and LGBTQIA+ young people from 
accessing nurturing and supportive learning 
environments and instead funnel them into 
the criminal legal system. For immigrants and 
undocumented young people, school push out 
can result in detention and deportation. The 
U.S. Department of Education (US DOE) has 
advanced efforts of local school districts to 
create learning environments that are hostile 
to students of color and intertwine the criminal 
legal system with public education.1 The current 
U.S. Department of Education and Department 
of Justice (US DOJ) have supported the 
exponential growth of “No Excuses” charter 
schools, provided school districts with military 
grade weapons,2 and established grant 
programs contributing over $1 billion to “school 
safety” funding, subsidizing more than 7,240 
school-based police officers3 leading to the 
criminalization of students of color. 

A 2018 report by the Government 
Accountability Office found that Black students 
are overrepresented in every disciplinary 
category, including arrests, referrals to law 
enforcement, suspensions, and expulsions.4 
The disparities were widespread and persisted 
across the country. Nationwide, Black students 

are only 15.5 percent of all students, but 
account for nearly 35 percent of school-
related arrests.5 Students with disabilities are 
12 percent of all students, but accounted for 
27 percent of the students referred to law 
enforcement or arrested in school.6 There 
is no substantial evidence that police and 
hardened security measures make schools 
any safer.7 However, there is evidence that 
placing law enforcement in schools makes 
it more likely that students of color will be 
arrested for low-level offenses, including 
disorderly conduct, disturbing the school, 
and other subjective offenses.8 Incidents that 
result in white students being referred to a 
principal or counselor end in Black students 
being referred to the police and prosecutors.9 
These policies have an especially harsh impact 
on immigrant and undocumented students, 
who face detention and deportation for even 
low-level offenses. To effectively dismantle the 
school-to-prison-and-deportation pipeline, the 
federal government, including the Department 
of Education and Department of Justice have 
to redress the harm created by past policies 
and advance anti-racist transformative policies 
to guide the nation towards building supportive 
and inclusive learning environments for all 
students and families.

Young people across the country demand 
that the next president permanently 
dismantle the school-to-prison-and-
deportation pipeline. The following guidelines 
outline the minimum policies required to 
reach that end. 
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Guidelines
I. Fund education not incarceration 

A. Divest all federal funds from police and criminalizing infrastructure in schools.  

B. Invest federal funding in effective non-punitive school climate strategies like 
restorative justice, mental health supports, and hiring counselors and social 
workers. 

C. Fully Fund Title I and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and 
provide guidance on other funding mechanisms. 

II. Restore and strengthen the civil rights of students

A. Ensure that Black and Brown young people have meaningful input into the 
process to select and appoint a Secretary of Education who has a proven track 
record of working to dismantle the school-to-prison pipeline.

B. Fully fund and staff the U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights 
(OCR). Ensure that those who are hired believe in disparate impact analysis and 
evaluating systemic violations of civil rights. 

C. Strengthen and re-issue civil rights guidance for students of color, students 
with disabilities, immigrant students, female students, and students who are 
transgender, and all LGBTQIA+ young people.

D. Restore and strengthen access to higher education for people who have been 
criminalized or otherwise impacted by the school-to-prison pipeline. 

III. Uplift public education; end the private takeover of schools

A. End federal funding for charter schools and voucher programs. 

B. Implement a moratorium on Charter Expansion.

C. Fund the Community Schools model. 
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A. Divest all federal funds from police and criminalizing infrastructure in schools. The federal 
government has invested more than $1 billion in the criminalization of young people, primarily 
students of color, in schools. 

• Repeal and Replace the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 (‘94 Crime Bill). All 
federal funding towards criminalizing students must be divested. There is no substantial evidence that school-
based police create a safe school environment,10 but there is undeniable evidence it leads to an increase in 
children being funneled into the criminal legal system. Since its establishment under Title I of the Violent Crime 
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, the Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) has 
given approximately $1 billion in federal grants to state and local governments for school-based programs. 
The majority of these grants were dedicated to funding the hiring and training of school resource officers by 
local law enforcement offices. This is the largest source of direct federal dollars to police schools.11 The COPS 
office played a leading role in the explosion of police in schools, and continues today to encourage criminalizing 
students through the School Violence Prevention Program (SVPP).12 Recent research directly linked the COPS 
grant program COPS in Schools to decreased graduation rates: “exposure to a three-year federal grant for 
school police decreases high school graduation rates by approximately 2.5 percent and college enrollment 
rates by 4 percent.”13 Our schools are the safest they have been in 20 years. The prevalence of school-based 
police has little to do with “crime” and much more to do with how many Black students attend the school. 
While the most prominent, the COPS office is not the only source of federal funds that criminalizes students. 

• End all federal funding for police in schools. There are also programs within the Bureau of Justice 
Administration and other federal offices which funnel federal dollars to ineffective and criminalizing grant 
programs.14 All federal programs that fund police, security personnel, and criminalizing school infrastructure 
must be ended. 

• End the Department of Defense 1033 program. The Department of Defense (DOD) 1033 Program allows for 
the transfer of DOD property to local law enforcement to assist in “their arrest and apprehension mission.”15 At 
least 17 school districts have been given military equipment through this program which has actively militarize 
school-based police.16  In some instances, school districts have been armed with M-16 rifles, shotguns, rifles, 
Mine-Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) vehicles and grenade launchers.17 Military weapons have no place 
in our schools or communities. The 1033 program must be immediately ended. School districts that have been 
harmed by receiving military grade equipment from the federal government should be prioritized to receive 
grant funding to increase social, emotional, and mental health initiatives.

• Abolish Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and, in the meantime, prohibit all cooperation 
between immigration officials and schools. ICE violates human rights and deports hundreds of thousands of 
people - ripping them from their homes and communities.18 ICE must be abolished to protect our communities. 
If ICE is not immediately abolished, a directive must be issued to all immigration officials to bar their entry on 
school grounds or in the surrounding areas. Immigration officials must be barred from asking for information from 
school districts, and school districts must be directed not to cooperate with immigration enforcement officials. 

I. Fund Education,  
Not Incarceration
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• Withhold federal funds from districts that use strip searches, corporal punishment, restraints 
(chemical or physical), and seclusion. Require states to report on the use of such measures. Schools 
across the country still employ draconian and ineffective practices against their students including strip 
searches, corporal punishment, using restraints, and secluding students. Earlier this year four 12-year-old 
Black and Latinx girls were strip searched for being giddy.19 Schools use paddles to hit children; children 
with disabilities are up to seven times more likely to be the victim of corporal punishment and Black 
students are also more likely to face physical punishment.20 Restraints and seclusion (physically confining 
a student in a solitary room) are also disproportionately used against students of color and students with 
disabilities. Restraints in schools have caused students to die and be seriously harmed, in addition to the 
trauma that is caused by these actions.21 All school districts must be required to report on the use of any 
of these extreme measures. If a school district has been found to use any of these measures, federal 
funds must be withheld. 

B. Invest federal funding in effective non-punitive school climate strategies like restorative justice, 
mental health supports, and hiring counselors and social workers. The federal government can 
play a vital role in incentivizing positive school climates. 

• Create a grant program to incentivize school districts to adopt restorative approaches to school discipline 
and fund trauma-informed practitioners including, restorative justice coordinators, indigenous peacemakers, 
counselors, school psychologists, and social workers. Research shows that reduced student to guidance 
counselor ratios, restorative practices, more mental health care, and other non-punitive interventions increase 
safety in schools and create a more inclusive learning environment.22 The grant program should ensure funding 
goes to restore communities most impacted by the school-to-prison-and-deportation pipeline.

C. Fully Fund Title I and the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and provide 
guidance on other funding mechanisms. Title I 
funding goes to schools with high concentrations 
of students in poverty and the IDEA provides 
funding to ensure the proper education of 
students with disabilities. Both programs 
are severely underfunded, which harms the 
education of low-income students and students 
with disabilities. In 2017, Title I funding was short 
by $33.3 billion and IDEA funding was short by 
more than $21 billion.23 The federal government 
must fulfill its promise to fully fund the education 
of low-income students and students with 
disabilities. In addition, the federal government 
must provide guidance for how schools can 
leverage Title I, Title II, and Title IV funding to 
develop comprehensive school climate strategies 
that utilize restorative approaches.
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A. Ensure that Black and Brown young people have meaningful input into the process to select 
and appoint a Secretary of Education who has a proven track record of working to dismantle 
the school-to-prison pipeline. The Secretary of Education has great authority to alter the 
priorities and impact of all facets of the DOE and therefore the experiences of young people 
in schools. Since young people, especially young people of color are most impacted by the 
decisions the Secretary of Education makes, they must have a say over choosing the person 
who takes that role. 

B. Fully fund and staff the U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights (OCR). Ensure that 
those who are hired believe in disparate impact analysis and evaluating systemic violations 
of civil rights. When operational, the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights 
provides students throughout the country with protection from violations of their civil rights.24  
The current administration has all but dismantled OCR. 

• Fully fund and staff OCR. The current administration has drastically reduced funding for OCR.25 Restore and 
increase funding for OCR so the office can effectively carry out its mission to protect the civil rights of all 
students and families.  

• Ensure appropriate investigation of all cases. In the last few years, OCR has quickly closed more than 1,200 
civil rights cases without finding any violations.26 They have also performed merely superficial investigations—
requiring minimal evidence from school districts accused of systemic discrimination. In addition, the current 
administration has pulled back on proactive investigations.27 OCR must fully investigate civil rights violations, 
including systemic violations and those that are found through proactive investigations. 

• Ensure accurate legal analysis to uphold young people’s civil rights. The rights of young people are 
violated through policies and practices that may be neutral on their face, but which have a disparate impact on 
people based on their race, gender, sexual orientation, or other protected class status. All appointees and staff 
in the top civil rights enforcement agency in the US DOE, must believe that too. Several top ranking officials 
in the current administration have questioned the validity of disparate impact analysis.28 This is outrageous and 
our next president must pledge to ensure that OCR has an accurate legal analysis to protect young people’s 
civil rights.  

• Recognize and affirm young people’s right to organize and protest. Young people’s right to protest and 
organize has been regularly attacked, especially when Black and Brown students wish to affirm their own 
rights.29 Schools have suspended students, called the police, and taken criminal action against young people.30 
The Department of Education must clearly affirm young people’s right to organize and protest to protect these 
basic freedoms. 

II. Restore and Strengthen  
the Civil Rights of Students
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C. Strengthen and re-issue civil rights guidance for students of color, students with disabilities, 
immigrant students, female students, and students who are transgender, and all LGBTQIA+ 
young people. 

• Strengthen and re-issue the Federal Guidance for Improving School Climate and Discipline. In 2014, 
the U.S. Departments of Education and Justice released the Federal Guidance For Improving School Climate 
and Discipline. The guidance recommends schools explicitly reserve the use of out-of-school suspensions, 
expulsions, and alternative placements for the most egregious disciplinary infractions that threaten school 
safety.31 Yet the overwhelming majority of suspensions continue to be for minor subjective infractions such as 
defiance and insubordination that drive racial disparities.32 Black students are more likely than their white peers 
to be removed from class for subjective infractions such as disrupting the class, and are subsequently nearly 
4 times more likely to be suspended than their white peers.33 The guidance acknowledged these profound 
racial disparities and called on districts to make reforms to prevent civil rights violations. The current U.S. DOE 
and DOJ  revoked this critical guidance.34 This guidance must be strengthened and re-issued. The renewed 
guidance should: 

– Mandate school districts to eliminate racially discriminatory school discipline policies, including but not 
limited to subjective minor infractions that cause alarmingly high racial disparities in classroom referrals 
and exclusionary administrative referrals.

– Mandate school districts to develop or revise written discipline policies to clearly define offense categories 
and base disciplinary consequences on specific and clearly objective criteria (from the guidance).

– Madate school districts to explicitly reserve the use of suspensions, expulsions, and alternative 
placements only as a last resort, and only when the safety of students or staff is at-risk.

D. Restore and strengthen access to higher education for people who have been criminalized or 
otherwise impacted by the school-to-prison pipeline. 

• Develop a grant program to provide access to re-enter educational institutions for people denied federal 
grants because of their involvement in the criminal legal system. Black, Brown, and Indigenous people 
have been systematically stripped of their right to education through being ensnared in the criminal legal 
system.35 The federal government has put barriers in place for people currently incarcerated, people who have 
returned home, and people with certain felony convictions.36 The Department of Justice should create a grant 
program to provide those people with the opportunity to access institutions of higher learning and vocational 
training programs to enable them to fully participate in the economy and pursue their academic dreams.

• Withhold federal funding from universities and colleges that require students to report disciplinary 
infractions during the admissions process. Suspensions and school discipline records follow Black and 
Latinx students as they pursue higher education, and potentially limit their opportunities. These limitations 
mirror the way the criminal conviction box follows Black and Latinx job seekers that have a criminal record. 
The box on the Common Application is used by more than 850 colleges and universities across the nation.37 
Three-quarters of universities and colleges ask high school students for their disciplinary records and nearly 90 
percent of those schools use that information in admissions decision making.38 Most of them have no formal 
written policies to guide their use of disciplinary records in the decision making process, and few of them train 
their staff on how to interpret disciplinary records.39 Because of the discriminatory nature of school discipline 
policies and practices, Black, Latinx, LGBTQIA+ students, and students with disabilities are more likely to face 
additional barriers to pursuing higher education.
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III. Uplift Public Education; End the   
Private Takeover of Schools 

A. End federal funding for charter schools and voucher programs.  The U.S. Department of 
Education’s Charter Schools Program spend approximately $500 million each year to support 
and start charter schools.40 The proliferation of charter schools has had a devastating impact 
on traditional public schools. While funding goes to these publicly funded, privately run 
institutions, traditional public schools lose the necessary funding and enrollment they need to 
provide quality public education.41 No more federal dollars should go to this failed strategy. 

B. Implement a moratorium on Charter Expansion.  The U.S. DOE must end the Charter Schools 
Program and all other federal programs that send public money to support charter schools and 
vouchers should end.

C. Fund the Community Schools model.  To transform our public schools, the federal government 
must invest in the community schools model. The money previously invested in these privately 
run institutions, should instead be invested to strengthen traditional public schools and in 
particular to fund the expansion of community schools instead. Fully funding Title I and IDEA 
will also support the expansion of community schools. 
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